
COFFEELANDS TRUST RECEIVES $40,000 GRANT FROM GREEN MOUNTAIN COFFEE 
ROASTERS, INC.  

 

CLINTON, MA (March 7, 2011) –The Coffeelands Trust, a fund that connects the international coffee 

community to victims of conflict in coffee growing regions, recently received a $40,000 donation in the 

form of a two-year grant from Green Mountain Coffee Roasters, Inc. (GMCR), a leader in specialty 

coffee and coffeemakers.  to The Trust provides direct funding to coffee farmers and their families to 

improve coffee farms and help with food security, and it pays for artificial limbs, physical therapy, 

vocational training and other related services that have a direct and lasting impact on improving the lives 

of coffee farmers and their communities.  

This is GMCR’s third donation to the Coffeelands Trust since the Trust was established in 2005, 

according to Rick Peyser, a member of the Coffeelands Trust Advisory Board and Director of Social 

Advocacy and Coffee Community Outreach for GMCR’s Specialty Coffee business unit.  Mini-grants 

from GMCR have been distributed to coffee farmers in coffee communities in Nicaragua, Colombia and 

Peru. Because The Polus Center has established the sustainable infrastructure to support landmine victims 

in these regions, funds provided by the Coffeelands Trust go directly to coffee farmers and their families 

to provide them with a means of earning a viable income.  Private donations from coffee companies such 

as GMCR, Dean’s Beans Organic Coffee, and Royal Coffee have been generously matched by other 

funders such as the United States Department of State’s Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement in 

the Bureau of Political-Military Affairs, and private foundations, such as Grapes for Humanity. 

Thanks to support from generous donors such as GMCR, the Coffeelands Trust continues to help coffee 

farmers revitalize their farms by improving their mobility, planting new crops, and helping survivors find 

employment opportunities throughout the value chain of the coffee industry. Outreach workers work 

cooperatively with agronomists and travel to local coffee communities to assist small farmers who are 

also victims of conflict. For more information about the Coffeelands Trust, to inquire about joining the 

Advisory Board, or to make a donation, go to www.coffeelandstrust.org, or contact Michael Lundquist, 

978-724-3342, mlundquist@poluscenter.org  or Theresa Kane, 978-270-2457, tkane@poluscenter.org. 

About The Polus Center for Social and Economic Development, Inc. 

The Polus Center has promoted opportunities for people with disabilities in the U.S. for more than 30 years, and has 

worked internationally since 1998, primarily in Nicaragua and Honduras. The Polus Center has also supported 

people with disabilities in Ethiopia, Zambia and Mexico. Expanding outreach to people with disabilities in South 

America over the last several years, the Polus Center now has established victim assistance services in Peru and 

Colombia. Most recently the Polus Center began victim assistance efforts in Jordan. The Coffeelands Trust is a fund 

that is administered through the Polus Center with oversight from an Advisory Board made up primarily of people 

working in the coffee industry 
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